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“YOU LED ME TO CHRIST.” 


So said one who formerly sat under our minis- 
try, when after a separation of years we renewed 
eur acquaintance with her in her last sickness. 
As we entered the chamber where she lay in 
the last stages of consumption, turning toward 
us with a radiance almost celestial, she exclaimed, 
“You led me to Christ. I was brought up in 
error. I lived in worldliness, I felt at ease in 
my sins. Your sermons awakened me.+ Your 
wonversation enlightened me. You led me to 
Christ,—and my husband, and my sister also. 
I am 80 glad to see you before I die. I am 
at peace. Christ is precious. I am going to 
be with my Savior. You led me to Christ.” 

Our emotions found a brief, tearful, broken ut- 
‘erance in prayer; and the day following, we 
tearned that she had gone to be with Christ. 

No joy, saving that only of personal commu- 
nion with God, can equal that of leading a soul 
to Christ. No other act has such a far-reaching 
influence, no other act lays hold so directly upon 
eternal interests, or brings us into such living sym- 
pathy with heaven. 

We recently received a letter from a foreign mis- 
sionary, that revives one of the most tender asso- 
ciations of former years. “Can I ever forget,” he 
says, “that through college you were my chosen 
friend? For years we sat side by side in the 
same recitation-room. We were side by side in 
the boarding-house. We investigated together 
the same subjects, we read the same books, en- 
gaged in the same recreations. And more than 
this,—we kneeled together at the same mercy- 
seat. Can I ever forget, dear friend of my youth, 
that, when running in the paths of thoughtless- 
mess and sin, forgetting the early instructions of 
my sainted mother, lulling my conscience to 
sleep, and every month throwing off some re- 
straint, you took me by the hand, and with more 
than a brother’s tenderness led me to the cross 
of Christ? And though our homes are now on 
different sides of the globe, and we perhaps shall 
meyer meet again till we meet in the better land, 
we no doubt both of us often revert with more 
than a passing interest to the association of those 
early years.” 

Almost every Christian can recall some such 
association with one and another whom he has 
led to Christ. And doubtless every one who has 
had this experience, will testify to the fullness and 
the permanence of the joy it brings to his own soul. 
Why then do we ever relax our efforts for the 
conversion of souls! For what earthly gratification 
are we willing to forego this high celestial bless- 
edness # 

Paul looked forward to the recognition of those 
whom he had been instrumental in leading to 
Christ, as one of the highest of the secondary 
delights of heaven,—those delights that range 
mext to that of seeing Christ face to face. “ For 
what is our hope, er joy, or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our 
glory and joy.” 

With such anticipations of heavenly joy re- 
sulting from the conversion of souls, shall we not 
give ourselves with increasing and unceasing ear- 
mestness to these labors of love? How thrilling 
the welcome at the gate of heaven, from one and 
another now rejoicing in its glory, “ You led me 
te Christ !” 


——- ee --—-- 


DEMORALIZATION IN REFORM. 

Ir is a nice point so to conduct’a reform of 
the vicious, as in no way to contaminate the vir- 
tuous,—to ‘level up’ without also leveling down. 
Every reform must proceed upon the basis of 
facts ; and the difficulty is to expose the facts of 
vice without thereby deteriorating the public virtue. 
It is agreed that the naked exposure of vice is 
prejudicial to the public morals, just as the open- 
ing of a foul reservoir for cleansing, is danger- 
ous to the health of the neighborhood. On this 
ground, even so ¢areful and judicious a work as 
‘that of Dr. Wardlaw on Magdalenism has by 
some been questioned, and the matter-of-fact 
journal of McDowell was almost universally con- 
demned. There is great danger that the import- 
ant reformation at the Five Points will become 
incidentally the occasion of demoralization in 
other quarters, and in some instances of a re- 
action upon the reclaimed themselves. 

Our lively interest in that reform induces us to 
throw out a few hints by way of caution to its 
most active friends. 

1. Care should be taken to hold up to the 
view of the public and of the reclaimed, the ex- 
weeding wickedness and loathsomeness of vice. 
No mock heroism should be thrown around a life 
at the Five Points, such as was often thrown about 
® gutter and pot-honse life in connection with 
the Washingtonian reform. One reason why that 
movement #0 soon spent itself was, that a life of 
crmme was 80 often held up as a life of mere mis- 
fortune, and the guilt of yielding to drunken- 
‘mess'was merged in the heroism of the final en- 
counter with the fiend. It became a question 
whether a life-long abstinent stood as high on 
the roll of temperance as an ex-gutter advocate 
of its principles. And the roystering, swagger- 
ing air of the bar-room was too often breught 
te the platform, as if the hero of the kennel 


there is any heroism in vice, or that the stand- 
ard of virtue is elevated by an antecedent resi- 
dence at the Five Points. Let. no premium be 
offered for graduates at that school. 

There are innocent victims of vice in the 
wretched homes at the Points. There are un- 
offending children that suffer for the crimes of 
their parents, But sympathy for their misfor- 
tune should not. mitigate our detestation of the 
crimes that have led to'it. We should bear in 
mind that they were born not only in a state of 
misery, but also amid the most fearful surround- 
ings of guilt. 

2. In bringing these unhappy children—whe- 
ther vicious or innocent—before the public, with 
a view to enlisting public sympathy for the Mis- 
sion, every association with that which deteriorates 
public virtue should be carefully avoided. The 
children should not be taught to cater for popu- 
lar applause; nor suffered to suppose that they 
are worthy of special attentions because of their 
parentage, or as denizens of the Points. While 
we denounce the Opera as tending to lower the 
tandard of public morals, we should not initiate 
those who have just been dragged up from the 
depths of infamy, into ‘ operatic’ performances as 
an expedient for popular favor, or send them to 
Barnum’s theater to see low life dramatized, and 
themselves presented as heroes and heroines, 

3. Too much pains can not be taken to disso- 
ciate this reform from those speculators in public 
morals who would make their fortune out of it 
in the way of dramatizing or of book-publishing. 
The principles that forbid us to go to the theater 
at all, forbid us to go there to see the Five Points 
dressed up in the garb of virtue. Christian and 
moral people should be watchful against this 
snare. They should not form in their children a 
taste for theatrical amusements based upon sym- 
pathy with reform. 

We would particularly warn Christian parents 
against initiating their children into the ways of 
vice, by putting into their hands the book known 
as “ Hot-Corn” stories. This book has been spe- 
cially commended to the religious public as favor- 
ing temperance and virtue. Many journals and 
many ministers indorsed it, under the supposi- 
tion that it contained a few touching stories of the 
miseries of the poor. We were not of this num- 
ber. Under our Eprror’s Taste—for whose cri- 
ticisms only, the editors ate resp onsible—we con- 
demned it as false in its facts and of decided im- 
moral tendency. The book is grossly vicious. 
It is not to be compared with McDowell’s Journal, 
but with the writings of Ned Buntline, Eugene 
Sue, Alexander Dumas, and other professional 
corrupters of literature and morals. It works up 
vice to the point of temptation, and there leaves 
it. It teaches its arts, opens its secret alleys, and 
makes its atmosphere glow with the fiery sorceries 
of sensual passion. This it does with the most 
studied design. It appeals to all that is base in 
human nature, and pours out the pollutions of a 
vile imagination and a more vile experience. 

Many of our contemporaries are retracing their 
hasty commendatign of this book, while others 
are openly condemning it. 
the Courier and Enquirer is a good specimen: 


‘ Hot-Corn’ stories. 
sense of duty forbids what gallantry urges. 
think on the whole we will, in accordance with our 
general rule, require the name of our fair corre- 
spondent, and meantime devote the space her com- 
munication would occupy to the following opinion 
of a ‘gentleman,’ the editor of the Albany Mvening 
Journal. [lis change of opinion in regard to the 
book, we know, is common to thousands. 

““* Hot-Corn Sketches.’—lf we have been in any 
way responsible for the admission of a work with 
this title, into reputable families, we desire at once 
to make confession and atonement. Having read in 
the 7ribune two or three of the ‘ Hot-Corn’ num- 
bers, and believing them intended and caleulated 
to awaken sympathy in behalf of poor children, we 
republished them. When, as was supposed, these 
and other kindred articles appeared in a volume, it 
was spoken of approvingly. 


Weare at a loss how to act; a 


book was misapprehended ; that, instead of being 
the work of a pure and benevolent mind, designed 
to open the hearts of the wealthy for the protection 
of ‘Shorn Lambs,’ it is but a disgusting reiteration 
of what ap a few years ago, in ‘McDowell's 
Journal.’ Its author, therefore, masking his real 
purpose under the guise of philanthropy, has ob- 
tained circulation and is making money by the sale 
of a vicious and obscene book. This false pretense 
should exclude the book and its author from all 
reputable circles and associations.’—Hrening Jour- 
nal, of Monday.” 

But the book has gone on the wings of the 
wind, and is carrying its poison everywhere. 
Let the press hasten to denounce it. Let every 
minister whom the publishers have insulted by 
addressing to him a circular requesting him to 
recommend this vile compound, protest against it 
wherever he has influence. Let every book- 
seller spurn it from his shelves, and every news- 
paper from its advertisements, Its association in 
the public mind with Mr. Pease’s movement at 
the Points makes it imperative upon that gentle- 
man that he should cut loose from all such col- 
laborators, if he would retain the confidence of 
the Christian public. 

We are impelled to say this by our regard for 
a movement which has hitherto been conducted 
with so much judgment and success. Let it 
shake off this foul parasite—the Hot-Corn Litera- 
ture—as it would shake out a viper from its 
bosom. All the slime and filth of the Old 
Brewery could not engender so loathsome a 
product as this detestable book. Unless 
the Mission at the Points is redeemed at once 
from such influences, a terrible reiction of vice 
must come, and multitudes of youth from the 
homes of virtue, will be dragged into the sink 
that the humane have labored to purify and 
to seal up for ever. 
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CHURCH-DISCIPLINE. 


Tuere is one simple, obvious, and easy rule 
about church-discipline, which, if generally fol- 
lowed, will save an incalculable amount of annoy- 
ance and trial in the prosecution and the adjust- 
ment of such cases as require this. It is, that all 
the private ‘steps’ of personal conference, and 
of conference in company with two or three oth- 
ers, be taken promptly, kindly, and in good faith ; 
in a real desire for reeonciliation and peace, as 
well as for justice, It is here, rather than any 
where else, that the Christian process of church- 
discipline fails to be effectively carried out in 
Congregational churches. After the matter has 
come into the Church, the general judgment of 
the Church will be likely, in the end, to be both 
right and influential ; much more so than that of 
@ Session could be, or of any Presbytery or Sy- 
nod, remote from the Church. The decision of 








but it cannot conclude the case in 


The following from 


“A ‘Lady’ writes to us in commendation of the | 


We | 


‘But it seems that the general character of this | 


the latter may have a magisterial and constrain- | 


the forum of conscience; it cannot carry the 
conviction of those who live upon the ground, 
and who are familiar as others cannot be with all 
the aspects of the fact. 

The decision of a church has, therefore, vastly 
more real and controlling moral weight than that 
of 4 Synod, and it is more likely to be just. We 
have seen cases, in our own observation of Pres- 
byterianism, strikingly illustrative of this, 

But before ‘the case comes into the church, 
while yet the facts or the suspicions are known to 
but two or three, let there be a sincere and affec- 
tionate Christian conference with the offending 
brother, according to the intent and the spirit of 
the injunction of Christ. If one is not enough, 
let it *be repeated, and yet again renewed. Let 
nothing prevent this. Let nothing delay it. Go 
up to it}with a strong, and earnest, and impelling 
desire [to win back the wandering but beloved 
friend to the faith he has lost. Then the chances 
are abundant, the probability is great, that the case 
will never solicit or require the interposition of 
the church, but that penitence and a future godly 
life will reward the kind and honest effort. ‘The 
effectual, fervent prayer of the righteous man 
availeth much ;’ and accompanied with earnest, 
persistent effort, it is almost sure of success. 

The rule for church-discipline is, therefore, very 
simple: Make the private conference, the fraternal 
admonition prompt, kind, and truly affectionate ; 
adapt it judiciously and prayerfully to the attain- 
ment of the end, the recovery of the brother; and 
the remainder of the process will take care of it- 
self. In the great majority of cases there will be 


no remainder. 
—— 2@- —_ = 


WHO ARE TO BLAME? 


Aut Christian men at the North, and all high- 
minded and honorable men, agree that to intro- 
duce slavery into Nebraska will be a moral 
wrong. They may differ as to the ground of that 
wrong, and as to the degree of turpitude involved 
in the act. To some its chief turpitude lies in the 
fact that it will bea breach of a solemn compact, 
pledging the faith of the States to each other and 
to the civilized world. With others, the fact that 
it will introduce slavery upon soil already free, 
constitutes the essential baseness of such an act, 
apart from any consideration of existing compacts. 
But whatever the ground of their condemnation, 
all upright men agree in condemning the act 
itself as one of unmitigated wickedness. 

Yet this measure is formally proposed in the 
Senate of the United States, it is advocated. by 
men prominent in public life, it is understood to 
be backed up by the influence of the President 
and of a majority of his Cabinet,-and there is 
every probability that it will pass both houses of 
Congress and become a law. 

Who is to blame for this? 
pass that a dishonest and wicked measure can be 
openly advocated, and that the representatives of 
|a free Christian people can frame iniquity by a 
|law? Who are responsible for this state of 
| things ? 
| Of course the first responsibility for this mea- 
'sure rests with those who have originated it, and 
| who now urge it upon Congress. But how dare 
|they propose it, and what ground have these 
public conspirators against human freedom to an- 
| ticipate the triumph of their scheme? These are 

men not wont to reckon without their host. They 
| are reputed to be far-seeing politicians; and some 
| of them are avowed candidates for the next Presi- 
dential nomination. Senator Douglas would not 
have broached his scheme for introducing slavery 
into Nebraska, if he had not counted upon the 
apathy of the publie conscience toward such a 
crime. 

We must therefore go back of the mover and 
the abettors of this measure in Congress, and 


How comes it to 








| back of all present political interests or combina- 


| tions, if we would trace the real origin of this 
measure, and the ultimate responsibility for it. 
This we shall endeavor to do in the spirit of 
kindness and of candor. 

The Missouri Compromise was essentially the 
work of Mr. Clay; and throughout his public life, 
Mr. Clay adhered to the policy of Compromise in 
all measures that involved dispute between the 
North and the South. It mattered nothing whe- 
ther the question at issue was a question of State 
sovereignty, a question of trade, or a question of 
morals and of humanity ; Compromise was his 
unfailing watchword. The word was taking. The 
immediate benefits were palpable. The remoter 
evils were kept out of sight. Yet pending the 
discussion of the Missouri Compromise, there 
were not wanting men who foresaw the moral and 
political evils of that measure, and who lifted up 
the voice of warning. Foremost among these 
was Danie, Wesster. We thank the 7ribune 
for bringing to light at this juncture, a “Memo- 
rial to the Congress of the United States on the 
subject of restraining the increase of slavery in 
new States to be admitted into the Union, pre- 
pared in pursuance of a vote of the inhabitants 
of Boston and its vicinity, assembled at the State 
House on the 3d of December, 1819.” 

On this memorial, the name of Daniel Webster 
stands by the side of Josiah Quincy, and the 
document is manifestly from the pen of the “ Ex- 
pounder of the Constitution.” The memorial 
opens with these words : 

“To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States, in Congress assembled : 


“The undersigned, inhabitants of Boston and its 
vicinity, beg leave most ly and humbly 
to represent: That the question of the introduc- 
tion of slavery into the new States to be formed on 
the west side of the Mississippi river, appears to 
them to be a question of the last i ce to 
the future welfare of the United States. If the 
progress of this great evil is ever to be arrested, it 
seems to the undersigned that this is the time to ar- 
rest it. A false step taken now can not be retraced ; 
and it appears to us that the happiness of unborn 
millions rests on the measures which may 
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ings of liberty, for whi 

was formed, we have presumed, in this way, to 
offer our sentiments and express our wishes to the 
National And as various reasons have 


0 hiti : 
into the U; and that it is just and proper 
that they should cxvreise that powed” 

Never were truer words spoken. “If the pro- 
gress of this great evil is ever to be arrested, this 
is the time to arrest it, A false step. taken now 
can not be retraced.” 

i have b 





OV) 4 +, 
bv migh eb arrested th 


THE INDEPENDENT: 


rage and persistence on the part of the North 
would have prevented for ever the increase of 
slavery in these United States. But the North 
was not then accustomed to the chronic flurries 
of the South, or to its empty threats of Dissolu- 
tion. The Genius of Compromise came in to lull 
the storm that Principle would have ruled down 
for ever. Mr. Clay took upon himself the parent- 
age of miseries untold to unborn millions. The 
spawn of that Compromise is the Legrees and 
Haleys that infest the rice and cotton plantations 
of Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas. Mr. Clay 
brought down the question of slavery from the 
platform of principle to the platform of policy. 
He debased the moral sentiment of the country, 
by proposing to settle a great question of morality 
and of humanity upon grounds of political expe- 
diency! The proposal to repeal the Missouri 
Compromise in order to allow of the further ex- 
tension of slavery, is a legitimate fruit of the 
Compromise itself. That Compromise was a con- 
cession of Right to Policy: and if Policy now 
demands a further concession, the very reasons 
that made the Compromise hold good for its re- 
peal. 

We impute no evil motives to Mr. Clay. We 
do not sit in judgment on the dead. But there 
have been few statesmen in our country whose 
policy upon moral questions has so thoroughly 
debauched the moral sentiment of the people. 

Unhappily Mr. Webster did not adhere to the 
line of moral duty and of constitutional right 
which he marked out so clearly in his memorial 
of 1819. We have so recently alluded to the 
posthumous evil that he has entailed upon the 
country, that we pass over his name with the 
single remark, that so far as it ever lies within the 
power of one man, by weight of position, of cha- 
racter, of influence, and of argument, to settle a 
question in Congress, Mr. Webster had it in his 
power in March, 1850, to prevent the further in- 
troduction of slavery into the new States, and to 
put down for ever the factious agitations of the 
South for the extension of slavery. But he saw 
fit to take the opposite course, and to lend the in- 
fluence of his then great name, to measures which 
withdrew the question of slavery further than 
ever from the sphere of morality into the sphere 
of conventional policy. We do not impeach the 
motives of Mr. Webster. We do not sit in judg- 
ment upon the dead. But when he undertook to 
override the conscience of the North, he broke 
down the sense of public honor and of moral re- 
sponsibility that had been the esprit de corps: of 
the North against the chivalry of the South,— 
though he unhorsed himself in the act. 

Sut this article has mainly to do with the pre- 
sent and the personal responsibility of the living. 


ster in 1850, found many adherents at the North. 
But for this it could not bave prevailed. What- 
ever antecedent responsibility there is for the ini- 
quitous measure now pending in Congress, lies with 
those who indorsed the Compromise of 1850. It 
is claimed by Mr. Douglas that the Compromise 
of 1850 ignores and virtually nullifies the Mis- 
souri Compromise. If this be true, the advocates 
of the former are responsible for the repeal of the 


friends of the Compromise of 1850. They ima- 
gined that they were carrying out the principles 
of the Missouri Compromise, not that they were 
repealing it. But in consenting to the Compro- 
mise they bargained away a Right for a factitious 
peace, Every Northern man who gave in his ad- 
hesion to that Compromise, suppressed his humane 
feelings and his moral convictions on the subject 
of slavery, through a regard for the peace, the 
prosperity, and the stability of the Union. Now 
the advocates of Slavery-extension know that the 
Compromise on the part of the North was the old 
Compromise of right for policy. It was not the 
giving up of land, or money, or patronage, but the 
yielding of moral principle. And the advoeates 
of slavery-extension presume upon that fact—the 
indifference of a public conscience, already stulti- 
fied again and again upon this very subject. They 
who have reduced the moral sentiment of the 
North to a tone so abject, are responsible for the 
iniquity now to be perpetrated. 

But a more direct responsibility rests upon these 
gentlemen. They are the only class in the com- 
munity who can prevent this outrage. They made 
the bargain with the South. Let them hold the 
South to that bargain. They made concessions 
to slavery under a compact of perpetual peace ; 
and now the slave-interest renews the agitation. 
They are duped and insulted by the proposed bill 
of Mr. Douglas; and it is for them to protest 
against this violation of plighted faith. A mass- 
meeting at Castle Garden, under the same auspices 
with that of 1850—a memorial from the mer- 
chants who then made such sacrifices for the 
sake of the Union—promptness and decision on 
the part of the Ugion Safety Committee and its 
organs—would put a stop to this iniquity within 
ten days. 

You told us, gentlemen, that you hated slavery, 
but desired peace; that you were opposed to the 
extension of slavery, but feared the dissolution of 
the Union. Now is the time to prove your words. 
No compact binds you, even by the remotest im- 
plication, to admit slavery into Nebraska. Your 
own compact guarantees that it shall not go there. 
Show the South your hatred of slavery, by holding 
your partners in the Compromise to the letter of 
the adjustment. 

The South, too, protests that it hates slavery. 
We are told that it desires to abolish slavery, but 
is hindered in its benevolent schemes by the anti- 
slavery agitation at the North. Yet here is an 
agitation for slavery—to extend and perpetuate 
slavery. Where are the men of honor at the 
South who rise up and protest against this breach 
of public faith—this new blight upon their hopes 
of emancipation {—who are sincere in their opposi- 


P°- | tion to slavery “in the abstract ”? 


If any friend of the Compromise gees that he 
has been duped by the South, it is not too late for 
him to repent and to deliver himself from the 
spell. To such a one we say, None will despise 
you for coming over to the Right. Now is the 
time to declare yourself; to break the trammels 
of policy; to make your peace with conscience; 
to make your peace with humanity; to make 
your peace with God. 

A crisis is impending more fearful than any 
thie country has ever witnessed. Many are, as 
yet, indifferent to it. Some are even hoping for 
the repeal of the Compromise, as a measure of 
agitation against the Fugitive law. That were 





to euffer our fleet to be destroyed in the harbor of 
nope, in the hope of thereby rallying timorow 


The policy of Mr. Clay in 1819, and of Mr. Web- | 


latter." But this will hardly be conceded by the 


and calculating allies to blockade the Ruseian 
fleet at Sebastopol. No—not one inch to slavery. 
In the language of the Boston memorial, which 
we quote, not for Mr. Webster’s sake—but for 
truth’s sake—let the friends of the Compromise 
and the enemies of slavery, join their voice of 
entreaty and of admonition : 


“ We appeal to the justice and to the wisdom of 
the national councils to prevent the further pro- 
gress ofa great and.serious evil. We appeal to 
those who look forward to the remote consequences 
‘of their measures, and who can not balance a tempo- 
rary or trifling convenience, if there were such, 
against a permanent growing and desolating evil. 
We cannot forbear to remind the two houses of 
Congress that the early and decisive - measures 
adopted by the American government for the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade are among the proudest 
memorials of our nation’s glory. at slavery was 
ever tolerated in the republic, is as yet to be attri- 
buted to the policy of another government. No 
imputation, thus far, rests on any portion of the 
American confederacy. The Missouri territory is a 
new country. If its extensive and fertile fields 
shall be opened as a market for slaves, the govern- 
ment will seem to become a party to a traffic which, 
in so many acts, through so many years, it has de- 
nounced as impolitic, unchristian, inhuman. To 
enact laws to punish the traffic, and at the same 
time to tempt cupidity and avarice by the allure- 
ments of an insatiable market, is inconsistent and 
irreconcilable. Government by such a course would 
only defeat its own purposes, and render nugatory 
its own measures, Nor can the laws derive support 
from the manners of the people, if the power of 
moral sentiment be weakened by enjoying, under 
the permission of government, great facilities to 
commit offenses. The laws of the United States 
have denounced heavy penalties against the traffic 
in slaves, because such traffic is deemed unjust and 
inhuman. We appeal to the spirit of these laws; 
we ge to their justice and humanity; we ask 
whether they ought not to operate, on the present 
occasion, with all their force? We have a strong 
feeling of the injustice of any toleration of slavery. 
Circumstances have entailed it on a portion of our 
community, which can not be immediately relieved 
from it without consequences more injurious than 
the suffering of the evil. But to permit it in a new 
country, where yet no habits are formed which ren- 
der it indispensable—what is it but to eneourage 
that rapacity, and fraud, and violence, against which 
we have so long pointed the denunciations of our 
penal code? What is it but to tarnish the proud 
fame of the country? What is it but to throw 
suspicion on its good faith, and to render question- 
able all its professions of regard for the right of hu- 
manity and the liberties of mankind ? 

“As inhabitants of a free country, as citizens of a 
great and rising republic, as members of a Christian 
community, as living iv a liberal and enlightened 
age, and as feeling ourselves called upon by the dic- 
tates of religion and humanity, we have presumed 
to offer our sentiments to Congress on this ques- 
tion, with asolicitude for the event far beyond what 
a common oceasion could inspire.” 


. — 
ANDOVER SEMINARY. 


Tue catalogue of this ancient and noble Insti- 





tution, so rich in claims on the love and respect 
|of all the churches of our land, has just been 
| published. 


| devoted, and eloquent professors convened at 


It shows by the record of the learned, 


| Andover, and by the list of the hundred students 
j assembled there, both that the ancient faith is 
| honored and taughi in the Seminary as of old, 
and that the insidious and malicious attacks which 

have of late been made on it, in part by men who 
| have outlived their usefulness, and in other part by 

the unscrupulous partisans of a younger and rival 
| institution—have not had the power even tempo- 
rarily to diminish either the numbers in the insti- 
| tution, or the enthusiasm of those frequenting its 


halls. That it is the best Seminary in the land 


| 
for the acquisition of that thorough, scholastic, 


| and Christian training which the minister requires 
| at the present day, to meet the multitudinous de- 
mands that are made upon him—that in situa- 
tion, history, the ample forces and resources that 
iare combined within it, both of men and their 
apparatus of books, and also in the spirit which 
prevails in it of mingled freedom and faith, itis the 
best and most adequate theological School among 
us—we have said so often that it is almost idle to 
repeat it. The difference between “studying the- 
ology” at Andover, and “hearing preachers” and 
attending meetings in New-York, is about as 
wide as can be imagined; and the sound sense of 
the churches will bye and bye infallibly detect 
the difference of effect. It would not be amaz- 
ing if the Union Seminary in this city should it- 
self confess it, by selecting for the occupant of its 
vacant chair some graduate of Andover, rather 
than any of its own. If so, it will be a fact 
worth remembering. 

All that Andover needs now, to its most com- 
plete usefulness, is a new endowment that will 
build for it a chapel and library, both of which it 
ought certainly to have; and this we trust the 
liberality of New-England will ere long offer 
to it. 


Ir anything were wanting to complete the 
mortification of the illustrious Senators who volun- 
teered to rescue the Papal Nuncio from an imagin- 
ary mob, it is given in the discovery that this 
detested personage bore no official commission 
whatever to the Government of the United States, 
| and had no claim for protection beyond that gua- 
ranteed to every well-behaved person by the law of 
the land ; and also in the fact, that notwithstanding 
the assurance of special protection from the federal 
government, Mons. Bedini skulked out of the coun- 
try as if he were a hunted criminal. After sundry 
feints at departure, designed to throw his German 
and Italian friends off the scent, the Nuncio sneaked 
down to Staten Island, and thence by a small 
steamer boarded the “ Atlantic” at the Narrows, on 
Saturday last, and took passage for Europe. Yet 
there were no signs of meditated violence against 
his person, that rendered this precaution necessary. 
| Bedini has shown himself an apt pupil of his 
‘master. If ever he is promoted to the Papal chair, 
| he will be particularly good at running away. Both 
the Pope and the Nuncio imitate Peter in getting 
out of sight—no doubt to weep bitterly. But the 
fruits of repentance are not so manifest in their 
case as in that of the primitive apostate. 

The Italians of New-York had cited Bedini before 
them, to answer for his crimes against their coun- 
trymen. But as he did not appear, they met on 
Monday evening for an inquest. The body, how- 
ever, not being produced, they uttered a manifesto 
against this unhanged criminal, to be forwarded to 
the Pope. We are thankful that Bedini got off 
with a less violent recognition of his deserts than 
his compeer Haynau received in London. 

a Se 

Forzicn Travet.—A rare opportunity for travel- 
ing in Italy, under the guidance of an intelligent 
and pious French gentleman, has come to our 
knowledge through a correspondent at Paris. This 
gentleman, who is in every way competent for sueh a 
charge, wishes to take the oversight of one or two 
young men for a tour of a few months in Southern 
Europe, and especially in Italy ; the party to set ont 
from Paris early in the spring. The gentleman 
referred to is highly cultivated, belongs to one of 
the first families in France, and is an Evangelical 
pastor of much repute. Parents who desire such 
an opportunity of foreign travel for their sona, will 
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please address Rev J. P. Tuompson, at this office. 
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INDEPENDENCY. 

Ir is getting fashionable with a certain 
persons to say, ‘ We are Congregationalist: 
fashioned Congregationalists, but not Indep i,q, 
For the benefit of any of our readers y, 
troubled with such neighbors, we republish ; 
that soundly-conservative journal, the P, 
corder, a communication which shoy 
enough how fat the old-fashioned Conzregatic 
of Massachusetts differs from the Congregat;, 
of the The Jndependent. It is impossible to, 


the intelligence without diserediting the ho». | 


those who charge us with teaching some ne, 
disorganizing principles of church-order, at 
with old-fashioned Congregationalism : 
From the Purits), p... 

CONNECTICUT CONGREGATION ALK 

Iv seems that some of the planks of the Say) 
Platform are loose; and thata Convention of; 
and delegates is proposed to mect at New-Long, 
in May next, to consider what repairs ay, 
and how they shall be made. 

I do not propose to enter into any details , 
affairs, but simply to express some thoug!y 


have suggested themselves to my mind while ;,. 


ing what has been written of late on this sul, 
It is said that in Massachusetts, we have 
thorized tribunal wielding an overshadowing 


‘that can settle difficulties, and root up heres; 


authority. It seems to me that a church, wit) ; 
advice of such pastors and delegates as it ms) 
to its aid, is more competent to settle any dit 
than any other tribunal that can be institute, 
it is understood that a case can be carried by apr 
from the church, thus advised by those who },, 
been on the ground and seen the parties { 
face, it is a temptation to disaffected persons , 
long a difficulty and to give it great publicit 

The idea that there must be, outside of the « 
some tribunal clothed with more power 
church, that can adjudicate cases by authority, « 
to me to be contrary to the spirit of the Gos; 
is a conformity to the governments of th 
and isa relic of the union of Church and St: 
assumes that Christian men cannot be gov 
Christian principles, and that the Church 1 
sort of secular arm with which to inflict » ; 
ment more severe than the withdrawal of follow.) 
It originated with the Papal Church, the by 
which is clothed with civil power, and who 
heresies with death. The Episcopal Chu 
compromise with the Papal, and retai 
sort of power in a modified form; the P: 
Church is a compromise with Episcopacy 
tains the same idea of the need of power, t 
separates the Church from the State; Co: 
Congregationalism is a compromise wit 
terianism, and retains the same idea of 1) 
some standing authoritative tribunal, that 
enough to pull up heresy by the roots 

The pure Congregationalism of Ma 
diseards this idea of an overshadowing 
side of a particular church; in this r 
churches have come out from the world 
abandoned this worldly policy, If a mer 
church, or a minister, conducts improp 
comes heretical, and cannot be reclaimed | 
Christian influences, the church can wit 
fellowship: and other churches, in fellows! 
that, will do the same, and there the mattu: 

J would ask the Conn*cticut churcl 
it would not be well to substitute a purely 
gational platform instead of the Saybroo! 
represented as in a state of decay. 
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. spouting 

LECTURES ON EUROPEAN HIiST0! 
POLITICS, 

m Stettin in Prussia 


attractive ar 


Du. Sorcer, fre 
livering a cours« 
on the 
Europe, to audiences gathered from thi 
most cultivated people of New-York, at Hoy 
At the last lecture of th 


of very 


lectures modern history and 


on Broadway. 
strong desire was expressed by the audi 
the series repeated, and extended still { 
in response to this solicitation, D: 
preparing, we belicye, to add to his 
as to deliver again the lectures he has g 
The same leetures are to be given also, 
in Brooklyn, at the Athengeum, cor 
Saturday evening of this weck. 
to an earnest request from some of the 
citizens of that City of the Heights; and 
will undoubtedly mect there, as well as 
representation of the most’intelligent ar 
ive people of the city. The same lectur 
will be given, we hope, in most of our largv 
and towns, now or in the summer 
No one who is interested in the history 
no one who is attentive to its present and proj 
ive political and social state, should {ail 
upon such skilful, profound and engaging 
tions of them as are given by Dr. Solger 
hibit the causes of military operations ; they 
diplomacy ; they demonstrate the hidd 
that have lain back of revolutions ; and thu 
from their general invigorating and quicken 
fluence on the mind of the hearer, they 
increase his knowledge of facts and of provi 
and enable him to read with clearer ' 6 
tangled and mysterious complications of th« | 
condition of Europe. The lawyer, th 
the journalist, every educated man, every ™ 
who aspires to have any real insight into © 
events and changes that are now proccediat ' 
Continent, students of literature, the real 
newspapers as well as those who make “ 
will find themselves and their families, 0 
by these lectures to such transient and 
enthusiasm as may be found in the caucus 
trap lecture, but truly informed, and ric! 
with solid knowledge, by attendance 
The Lecturer unites the best 4 
the educated German mind, with a 
knowledge of the literature and the his! 
European nation. 


course. 


+ 
New Cuvrcn wm Twentieti Sri 
who reside in the vicinity of Twentiet 
the Seventh avenue, will there find 4 
commodious house of worship, now 0p 
the direction of a Congregational so 
no church has been organized, and 
statedly engaged. But the property is 
of responsible and efficient trustees. / 
bath-school has been gathered, and (! 
a church already formed. The field * ” 
one, and Christians in that neighbor! 
the church convenient and inviting, aod ' 
tunity of usefulness equal to any presen 
churches. For particulars of the Sabbs 
vices, see advertisement. 

*@- 

Reriy or Mr, Wiiiis.—We have from ys 
Storrs Willis a reply to the strictures of *? , 
musical articles. It came too late for 
week, but will be given in our next. Mr.” 
sists that “M.” bas totally misconceived *”” 
written on the subject of doctrinal ome 
Willis says his position is just this, ths! ”’ 
express and accompany nothing that is » : 
and that “if theological dogmas can ™ 
tional,” they may be married to musi 
wise.” 
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———— ————— 


Be Just.—Some of our exchanges neg 
by copying long articles from our colin 
due care to give credit for the same = 
story of the “Little Rum Gir!,” copied 2° 
if it were original. 


Our Excnancrs.—A very large pusbe - 
pers have complied with our propos! !°" 
by publishing our prospectus; 60 me) i wok 
we may have overlooked some of them a 
papers have failed to receive oure™ “seit 
are requested to inform us by letter. 0 bel 
are informed that it is neceesary to sae ot 
to the line, before we can send our Pe a 4a 
They should therefore send us 2% cents 
the publication of our proepectus 
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